
Honors English III – Mrs. Slicker 

Poetry Explication 

Choose any of the three poems that we have studied in class for this assignment: 

 On Being Brought from Africa to America by Phillis Wheatley 

 Song of Liberty by George Moses Horton 

 We Wear the Mask by Paul Laurence Dunbar 

You may also choose another poem by one of these three poets that we have not studied in 

class. Be mindful, though. If you research a poem and use ideas other than your own in your 

analysis, you much provide an in-text citation and a bibliography for your source. If the idea 

didn’t come from your own imagination, you must give credit where credit is due. Otherwise, 

it’s plagiarism. 

Be sure to attach a copy of the poem with annotations 

 

Follow MLA format 

 

1st Paragraph: 

 Explain the title 

 Who is the speaker? What kind of person is he/she? 

 To whom is he/she speaking? 

 What is the occasion? 

 What is the in time and place?  (Hour, season, century, indoors or out, city or country, 

land or sea, region, country, etc.) 

2nd Paragraph: 

 Central Purpose: Why was this poem written? 

 State the central idea or theme in a sentence. 

 What is the tone and how does the poet achieve it? 

 Describe the structure of the poem. 

 Why did the poet arrange the poem this way? 

 What is the rhyme scheme? 

 



3rd Paragraph: 

 Discuss the diction (word choice) of the poem.  Point out words that are particularly 

well-chosen and explain why. 

 Point out significant examples of repetition, alliteration, or puns; explain the function. 

4th Paragraph: 

 Discuss the imagery of the poem.  Identify images and what senses they affect. 

 Point out examples of metaphor, simile, and personification and explain their meaning. 

 Point out and explain any symbols, allusions, or synecdoche. 

5th Paragraph: 

 Discuss the meaning of the poem, on as many levels as you can. 

6th Paragraph: 

 Discuss how this poem fits into or is representative of its historical period. (Research 

this) Be sure to use in-text citations and a bibliography page. 

7th Paragraph: 

 Criticize and evaluate the poem.  Explain and prove to yourself and me why it is bad, 

good, or great.  If it is only good, what is it lacking to make it great? (Good poems have 

importance and a purpose which is achieved.  Great poems engage the imagination, 

emotion, and intellect.) 

 


